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In the past there has scened to be some confusion as to who Budcdie
Melnight is., She is ny Iother except on fannish occasions, then she
is transformed intc ny sister. 4nd to any of you who thought thet she -
"tagred along™ with e et the Pittcon or at the Disclove, You're wrong,
you sec, I topred alonrs with here She wes © fon beforc I cven knew what
scicnee fietion wos. And, she is wonderful. TFer that matter, so is Daddy,
both wondecrful and a fan.
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Need I state that this 1s an editorial?

ETWAS is published, cherished, slaved over, etc. by Peggy Rae
McKnight., Box 306 "Six Acres" Langdale, Penna. USA
The best wags to be sure that you will stay on the malling list
is to write a letter of comment, however, as I get older and
wiser, I also get more lienent, those of you who publish fanzines
can get away with trading, usually that 1is, but not always.
If you have any ideas of getting ETWAS for money, why don't
you send the money to either TAFF or the Willis Fund. Thils
fanzine supports Ron ELLIK for TAFF, gnd, the Willis Fund. In
otherwords, I support them since this is almost completely

my project.

Surprisingly enough I have heard very little of our adventure
in space mentioned in fanzines. Why? I thought that it was
wonderful. And at the same time I was scared silly the whole
time that Shepard would die. Hovever, I won't tell you what happencd

sincc that would bc sillys You probably listcneé to it, or naybe cven watched
it.

Now, I rmst tcll you why I insist on chenging typcwriters in thc niddle
of 2 steneils Well, you scc, you can blame it all on ry Father, You secc,
I stertcd to type stencils about 9:30, and I had just started on this one
when ry Father looked at the clock, and well, like it was 11:00, I thercforc
vas & good 1itt}c kid and went to bec, And I haven't hed a norent to type
until now, and  didn't intend to bring the typeuritcr to Phila, with rce

By now ncws of the past Diselave 1s outs 4And, likc the cormencer of
thce USSCodfish, I'c like to prcsent ny side of ite Therc was club the Fricday
befare the Disclave, and so I decided to go. Otherwisc I would have steyed
homc that nizght and gotten a good night's sleccpe But as it was, Hel and I
had to meke last minutc arrongenents fa the next day. Surprisingly cnough
there werc no corplicetions the next day, Mother and I werc both rcady when
Hel Lynch arrived, and hc was on tinc, More wonders will ncver oeasc, We
didn't cven gct throughly leste We arrived at the Disclave about 3:00, end
the first thrcc heppy feces that greeted re werce thosc of Marty Mooro, Lcs
Gerber and Don Studebaker, I alnost turncd arcund ené camc homecs. I started
the day off by thinking thet the fellow showing slides was Bob Medle, then
when this samc men identificd onc of the slidcs a2s being of Madle I nondcred,
When the lights came back on I rcalized that this person was obviously not
Bob Madlc, and thet L had scen hin before, but just who wes he? Turns out that
this character was Bob Pavlet, Therce were soric obnoxious littlc boys therc like
Don Studchbakcer and a few other whosc narc I don't remermber, ané for a while
they thought that it would be fun to tcasc mec. Unfortunatcly, both for then
ar for re, I have a terpers 4And after sbout fiftcen minutes, I an afraid
thet I lost control of it. Howecwer, I soon geincd stebility and got out of
thcir way beforc they had another chance to infuriatc mee There was a quict
looking person in 2 uniform stending on thc outskirts of the group. I say
uniforn, becausc I assurmied thet it wes o sailor suit, but it turnce out to be
tkc uniferm of the Coast Guarc. MNet long after that I rcalized that this wes
probably Al Lewise 4nd for oncce I was righte ;
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Tlc then went over to Bob Pawlot's suitc where Dick Lupeff invented the
gerc: Cen you botton thot. Unfortunctcly I'n: not toc sunrt, nnd I never
Cid undcrstand just whot was golng one So as o sclf dcfenec I deeided that
I wented to go for o welk, I askel &1 Levwis. whethcre he wentcel &0 go, then
I riade & gecacral announcerient thet I wes going for a velk and if Motler
manted to know vhere I had gone to tcll hers  Then I asked if enyone

clsc would like to go alonge: Bill Evans and Mike MelIntry scid that they
would join use So the four of us storted cffs. It was a bcautiful Goy

anl ofter about half an hour I was happy agnin and willing to go back.

Lbout 5:00 we went to cdinncr on listened to an introducticn to Los Gerber
by Dick Lupoff., Thcn Les Gerber took over and soid thot his spcoch was going
to bc short, and sat Cowne There was loud applausc,

Then we arrived baek ot Bob's suitc it was alrcady soncwhat crowded, aond
so Licther decided that. shc woulld rest for an hour or so beforce coning to the
party. Unfortunatcly, Motlicr ncver did lcarn to tell tirc, and so she novor
shotel upe. IKnoving her, I knew that shce was safc, and probably aslecps

Onc of the highlights of the cvening was when Jeen Young cdecided that
Bill Evans thougt thot he was o ghod, 4nd so she spent five minutcs of
unfesturbed cdoration on hir, Unfortuantcly Bill still thinks he is once

I was quite surpriscd when Bob Madle asked me if I had met his son yct
thet cvoniEae I as capoctifis o kidlof ftorvor tRellve  (wEfteryald ;. Iin. .
211 of 17 (alrost)) then he pointecd Lhin out to ne. Good gricf, this
charactcr tust bea good 6' or beticrs Ok well, I gucss thaot if I anm
2llowel tc grow up, other peoplc's clilcren should be allowed to Co the sruc,

Gecoree Heeop was neking nice nolecs on his Guitar, end Dick Eacy wrs
precticing beiag beacovolent, Both of whiclh surpriscd ne slichtlye DBut
I pucss thet thet isatt nice to sgy, just the truthe. However, Dick Cocs
lock likc = benovolcnt person, rad Georse can ploy the Guitare I wish thet.
I couléd ¢o @s ek, : 3

ot pcople deeided that it would be funm t- get sore slecp that nicht and
5o they said pendnisht about 1:30 or 2:00, So who nceds slcep? After that
tire it was 2 party which I reelly crjoycd, a quict party whcn onc person is
2llovwed teo finish t-lking beforc cnother brekes in, Bob £lso brought ocut
hisg srie’ of e BorplaRibaTy whick T heardiabsuty @it Sried! to sexplein to 1o
how youspliay klve TAac I cie scy YOU. DNot nie, maybe sovcday when I have o
Coy in which I con'tanythirg to & I eould bc persuadcd to ploye. It sounds

likc fun, By this time cven nost of the "dic-hards® had:1lcft the party and
there were caly about cight or nine of us, So I cceiced that it would be

fun to ¢et o little slcep rysclf, and that it wouldn't hurt anythins if
left so thet poor Beb Pavlat could get sorc slecps oybe he didn't riind though,
bceausc he idn't cven lock tircd, Not cven the next drys

Ané the next Cay did dawn, re too, but since it was only 8:30 the first tire
I wcke up I thoucht it woull be ridiculsus and se I turned over and thonkfully
vent baek to slecp., I finially nocde it up ot 10:30. Some had done better, and
othcrs were not 4o be heard freo: until that aftcraoon.

Continucé after the end of Horry Worncer's articlce,
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A new scicnCCecess
FANNAVESHUN

Harry Warner

There aren't many things that I hold against the current
generation of fans, except for their distressing lack of
originality and even a bit of plagiarism in their choice
of names.

It wasn't so many years ago that you could still hear a
fan's name and immedlately call up to mind a speciflc face,
sometimes repulsive in outline or acne-covered, but still
a comfortably definite and individual face. But nowadays,
you hear a name and you often must stop and wonder whether
it refers to a present-day or a gafiated fan, or to an East
Coast or Middle West fan. Something should be Aone about the
confusion.

I'm pretty sure that the Bob Stewarts started it. At one
time, there were three people in fandom named Bob Stewart.
One of them showed some remorse over the trend that he had
helped to start, and changed his name to Bhob, but that
dién't do much good. Another got so remorseful that he
entered a semlnary to explate his transgression, but the
troubles that the Bob Stewarts had caused in fandom have
continued to grow.

For instance, there 1s the case of Bon Thompson. I was happy
when I saw an occasional letter from Don in a fanzine during
1960, because 1t had been so long since I'd seen the name in
fannlish prints, and I had hopes that he might resume full
activity. But I got confused when I received a Christmas card
from Don Thompsom at an addressa thousand miles from the
address that Don Thompson's fanzine letters bore. Then I
was qulte troubled to read that Don Thompsom might marry Maggie
Curtis, because Don is a fellow who was older than I am when
he was superactive in fandom, and laggle can't be 21 as yet.

It finally dawned on me that this Don Thompson 1s a youth who
has no relatlonship to the Don Thompson who published Phanny
for FAPA and wrote for every fanzine in creation-during the 1940's,

And think about the Don Anderson situation. There are not
only two Don Anderson's in fandom, but they are good friends,
one living in New York and the other 1n Pennsylvania, and they
collaborated to produce an elaborate series of color photographs
of the Pittecon., Can‘t you imagine the excitement if they
declded to run against each other for TAFF? There are two
Al Lewises,.cne of Los Angeles fame and the other a MMichigander
before he went into the service, I still see an occasional
mistake in fanzines because someone has confused Eric Frank
Russell, the British prozine writer, with Eric F. Russell who
was a bilg name in Australian fandom during World War II.
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Somcthing similer hﬁppcncd vhen Will Jenlkins of Phila,
got inteled with Murray 5 H.f\ Ieinsterts ol nanc. dherc was a
Carodian fan in the 1940's , Ld / nericd Ted E White, just like

the Falls Church=-New York s fan of morc rccent yecars,

arc three ways for fandom

before still morc nemes

V8 knous who is his cnemy or his

k.l i | his dcbtor. Each of thc three
systen of ndding o distinctive

£ thet is on the birth certificatces.

As far as I can sece, thore
to clcar up thesc messces
get duplicatcd and nobody
fricnd, his creditor or
weys involves o .differcnt f

supplement to the nomec | ?
At the risk of be- :2;:’¥ s 7
could do it in the wey ; f
s streight vhen
duplication of namc occu
the neme would become tholly

by thc Roman nurneral I
the same neme would be the

-coning papists or royclists, we
that hclps pcople to kcep big
studying history., Vhencver a

-cd, th origincl holder of

first, and would be rcconizcd

rfter his namc. His succcssor with
T \/, scconcd, Thus we would
have Don Thorpson I or Don Thorpson the First for the

original fan, and Don ’ Thorpson II or Don Therpscn the
Scconded for the now "I‘m Joe (17) Smith" sctive fan of the sanc '
nare, It scunds ¢ - . irprcssive., Therc is a
slight difficulty, though: oc0°51onally n family likes a given name so ruch
thet it is bestowed upon a child in each successive gencretion, and the boys

crc numbcerced in the sane wey to prevent mizups. This would lecad to tle

dengcr that we might someday find in fandom o Don Thorpson the Sccond the Third,

A sirpler method would be to give cach fen o number in the ccenterof his
neme. It rniight be just as well to do it for a}l fons, insteced of only the
lnown duplications, becausc you ncver know when a duplicate nane will turn
upe Thus, wc'd have A1(1)ILewis for the Los Angeles fen, and Al Lewis of
the Coast Geurds would be Al (2)Iewise I woulé be Harry(l) Warncr hcnce-
-forvard, cven though nobody clsc hes venturcd into fandom with such a nane,
and, if I werc roferrcd to in thet way at ell tires, fans of thc future
wouldrn't get mixed up when going into the pest ~nd finding ny nenc in fanzincs,
The only reccl objcction thet occurcs teo me 1s the associations that this
systcr involvcs, It is quitc popular at lergc prisons to kcep onc convicd
fron getting rixed up with anothcr. However, therc is thc much thought cof
philosophical syster that considcrs fandon as a prison, with occasional
cscapecs nasqueraéing as gafiates and frcequent paroles under the disguisc
of fefia, -t

Fandon: right prefer the third systenn because it is rmuech cesicr on the
nenory end porce distincetive.s In the rcally old deays, before Kings werc
surc of thc ability of their subgcets to count, thcy didn't call themsclves
Oswrlt III or Mortirer IV, Instcad they got nlcknarcs to Cdistinguish between
other royal bcarcrs of the sarc givcn nanic: Acthelred the Repulsive,
fiolfgang the VWeekknced, and so on. It rilght be a splcendid NFFF projcet, to
choosc absolutcly irpartial judéges who wauld interrogetc ond study the
principals in cvery neame duplication situation, confcr by rail with onc another
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for a six nonth periof, onf cventuclly announce with loud fonfrrc aond
irrcvoeebly the distinguishing nouns or aldverbs: UWill the Prozinchack ant
Tiill the Letterhack, or Bob the Cowled anl Bob the ScowlcC.

Tihatever we deeide to Co, it shouls be Comc soon, becousc the confusion
is threatcning te spread out to other arcas of foncome Therc's a Swolish
fon who lives in Hogersten, and Itr: getting worricde

Herry (1)Warncr, Jr.

e 3 g s iR i 3ok 5 3K 3K KR 3§ SR S o 225K e 5 ok oo o oK 3 oSk ek o ks ok ik sk ok o ke 3K K SR 3 o 3 i i s kst sk ok skok ok sk ok

Later theot morning after I hed caten toast (sarchow in the morning the
thousht of food clways sccrs rore than slightly rcpulsive) Bob Pavlat sgid
thet he had to go hore for sorething, Dick Ency, Jeon Young ond I went with hirle
Hc hes & beautiful flower gardene. I nmentioned that I had been cCown to
Tashinpton on Zaster becausc Mother wanted to sce the cherry-blossonse 4nc that
it rmst bc fun to be able to scc then by just tokips a twenty miinutce ricc,
I was slichtly surpriscd when ncither Bob or Dick had sccn thenm rcecntlye One
cven confesscd thet he hadn't been to scc the vashinzton Monurient in five ycars,
and that he had never been insicde the Vox Miscurie Later when I thought ebout it
I rcalizel that this isn't so very strenpe, I havern't visited Independencce Hall
and. the Liberty Bcll sincc graonricr schoole Howgver, I Zo go to City Hell fairly
frequently onC welle through it, end I love thc architceturc in Phila, Espeeciclly
on o clcar Cay, cor & fogry onc, or & roiny onc, oh well, I pucss that I love it
cnytince

Latcr vhen people were starting to lenve, I “céicded to have o milkshake. Bhob
Stcwart dceideld to join me. And we were hoving an interesting discussion when
a rob of pcople care stresniing’in, Mother and Bob Pavlat callcl to us to join
thers So we dide I like Bob thouch, fror that -small bit of conversation
if from nothing clsce :

Somchow we lcft that afternoen, and I slept most of “the way home to Philc,
I Cidn't get back to Lansdelc til about 10:30, and it was cbout 11:30 when I
finielly got to sleep, Boy was school lons; on konlayl

As usual, George Heap is helping to nincograph ETV4Se I don't know what I'C do
without hine 4Also I'd likc to thank all of the woncderful people who scent artwork,
ant. thosc who scnt contributions also, Len Moffett: Don't Penic, Your
contribution will £2 out cliscr to the Convention if I have to put out a ten pare
issuc to cdo ite Maybe I will at that,

Also, you pcoplce who haven't written or sent trades, sorc of your kind have
becn cut already, nost of the others of you will bee I don't nind having a
lerneish nailing list if cveryonc who pets it enjoys it, and wants it, but it
is rathcr riduculous to scnéd you a copy if you éon't want it, So do as you
wish, ané sc will I, I hopc that you Cc likc ET..S though, that's why I publisk
it, So I Lopc it fulfills its purposce 4s usucl, I renmein,

Scricwhat Fannishkly yours,

paﬂotj X () ﬂ’, <K ﬂb.'_:‘hi'
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\'-u\} - i (ViZ L) A I had no plans for New
oy Gt Y el P Year'n Eve. o L wag de~
N e S\ Pt 5 -1ighted when Walter Breen
f Leiiy 3 ! \ - called at seven and tolad
B b v | me that I wasg invited (o
L %N /Duf 7 N the Wnite's for somsz ~ort
e el et 5 of fanunlch celebration. So
..... v \\5‘? o L ggn. TS I get off for ftas vililage.
L A e AL s S e \
e, s L J I arrived at 107 Chris-
4 iR Bty ~topher Strect about half
\ i P o ; J,f} digiieur f1gten.,  HWalter was
i Il A“\\_ “w}/ : alrendy there. So were Ted
- A i [ A and Sylvia, of cour-e. But
\3/>a X )gv Ko there wan nobody elaec.
/ o 7 "Where iz everydody?" I
| = T \ asked. "What everybody?!
e Y (»’ j gl el itetie | o Witiiee " ' HNE
S X //,. Oh! A small intimate party!
e 7 T g But that was alright with me,
~¢ cE s’ € With Ted's record collection, I
\ / % S T s~ could have a party if I were
i | } / N\ N\ alone in his apartment. Besides,
g8 ‘ \ ; I can't think of tihree people
i (t:\ st/ I1'd rather. talk %o.
‘\ N '\«”‘\_/(:} I never remember whot people
(?”\ : i T TN talk about or what records ere played
Y TG St Ty I\ /' unless } vrite them down, s0 nince
bt o '\ { O k. wme gpenrt a lot of time talking and
( yf"\ e lizstenine to records, ay mind 1is
\ J ,ﬂXWJ/ A7y 128} pretty ruch of a blank about those
o & 5 e 4 next twe or three hours. Sylvia and

I were talking, and Ted and Walter
were trying to linten to Jazz records
and kept telling us to be quiet or
moviepsgoncRene, elee e, Lalds. ., SyilhEsa
couldn't even male Ted pay any atten-
-tion by putting her arms around me
and looking at him. He looked up,
watched us for a few secondq, Aeccided
that she was onlv kiddAing, and went
back to talking to Walter. I kind of
tich she'd tried to make him think
she wasn't kidding...but I den't think
i could have staved serioug elther.

( Th2 idea of me distracting any
female'!s attention from soxy ol! TeAd
"hite is pretty funny.)

"
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For come strange reedeon, #henever I ghow up af The #hste'y
there geems to e cone fanzine adtviang aroun® walting <o wo
assempled o staplga.. ThiS flme ag-ne exelds S0y X cqr
repcitoer. GuRCeR T WIe 6 wae ) DOt Gases  was 108 Panging sisting
gneund. - I Eabtc -GG @ aqgeEnling O - shaPlling O my I B ey

but I always enjoy doing 1% at the White's, L WeY 3 ManX
asserbling. PSylvia ani I Salked ag I assembled, . *cﬂ ~ait Talter
finally rstreasted to thc kitehen vhiclkt has A spoaker runniag

Imo 1% from the reccpd plagar. ' They loatt after weo {ininhed

the a«sembllng ‘or stapling or what ever 1t was Sylvia and I
moved into e kitchen in search orf somethinz to cat. We wound
up with some brcad and butter and some Budvrelger.

Poor Andy Rclass was baby-zltting, and when he called ug

gometine during the eveninz he gald that he would Jloin us about
gt 33 50,

Shortly after midnight Ted got a eall. He told ua, "The Lupoffs

S @R, SARYNE Wey Home frOﬂ a rectaurant ncecar hare, they want ug

to come and go home with them. " Bo we all walite d to Saneridan
Squars whers we met the Lupoffa and the Ehaws. Larry and Noreen
had t> go home boconuse thcv had a baby-sitter ( not Andy) wailting
mpatiently for thoir return, s0 w2 said Hello and Goodbyb in

on2 breath and watened regr ;tquIy 28 thoy dlcappesrcd ;n J ‘the
subway. A ﬂ'“way trip to the Lupoff's hous: involves thr

tranasfers and guite a bit of walling from Skharidan Squqro. So
we decided TO getta, gabl

Now, gotting a cab in the willage 1g rarely casy, and 1t's qulte
tough at 12:30 A,M. Tell, 1t's conslderably tougher when you
muct have a cab oapable of holding six ocople, and 1t becomes
niepai "po~ﬁiolb when you try t6 Ao all thi< on Now Year's Eve,
But when therc®s a loul drunk standing nearbdy who 14 roaring at

every pascing cal, it ig impoguille. We atood there for 20
mdr Bres; L e 1Rk qt evory darge cnab which pr-ssed by. One or two
started, towards waE, "bul thev saw ' the drunki-nd veered 2Ty
again. We moved. The Arunk moved with us. Finally, he walked
over to Ted and Dicl, who ®ere frying to 4o the c¢ab hqili“h,

andt said)" " THey )ty H-pnos TR SRR gkt o cab too! 'Sh not
faied ®  We mowed sgein, ond fin 1y crrnered large cwb dlg- 1k
WA s 1ott1ng ofT passsrgers. Hey, Cab!"™ vy yelled., "Sorry,
budalcs, Tim taking oif the ro~t of the night." He roarcd ~uvay.
Like it was roally frugtratiag!

So we decided to take the subwnay.

Pinelly, afier’ gevera exprCG,oq had pacsed us by a loenl
came along and we plled in. Te got out at Times Squarc to find
the station qumod with eraglineg mascses of hunzsnity, orosumably
coming fvrom the New ¥Yzar's Eve crowd upstalrs. We headed for
the crosstown shuttle, but Tad, "®alter and I were distracted
by a snack bar.. I develorned a strong craving for a frozen
custard, which* I'indulpeds "ol Walter declded that he wanted
the same.
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Now I must mention that, since Walter hacs 12t New York, he
has grown a bushy be~rd. Thig, added to hig long heir, large
build and sloppy dAreas, made him look like the Wercwolf of
London. The poor Aumb man who was serving the counter toolk one
look at him and shr-nk into the ground. He 4Aidn't have the
nerve to emerge for ten or fifteen minutss. By then, he oro-
~-bably figured that he was golng to get rid of the horrible
sight before him only by serving it somcthing, so he took our
orders and delivered the frozen custard coneg with an -udlble
sigh ef reldef.

After Jjust catching a shuttle and being shoved around again we
emerged to walt for the local. Well, wait we did, finally the
local came, and we piled on agnin. There were two old grandmotherly
typos sitting across from us, and we started to speculata absut
them. They got off Just before we Ald —- staggering Arunkenly.

How 1llusion-shattering!

At the Lupnoffé? , we sat and talked aome morc. Dick played
his old Duke Ellington recording of "St. Louls Toddle - Oo."
Relss finallyv showed up, and added to the banter by ~olng into
long explinationsg of why he couldn't draw any cartoons that evening.

I had a mad idea.

I decided I wanted to call Los Angeles and talk to LA fandom.

Thia wag a mnd idea because I had 20¢ to spare, an? even at
bargain station-to-gtation rotes tho call =ould cost 31.75 for
the first threes minutes. But I wag determined.

I picked on Relss, who was talking to Pat.

"Hey Relsg, " I 521d4. M™Hoy Roiac hey Relas Hey Relss hev Reisst®

He stopped ta’king. He turned his head «lightly, then thought
better of 1t and turned back to Pat., He asterted talking ~main.

"Hey Reiss hey Relss hey Rzlss hey Relss hev Rolss hey Reisalf

He couldn't ignore me forever, =although he tried. "Yeah?®

"Hey,Ruiss, lend mo a buck fifty-five. I want to c~ll Los Angelen

He turned back to Pat and resumed the conversation.
"Hey Relss hey Relss hey Relss hey Reiss hey Roiss hey Relgsit

He turned back to me.

By thigs time Walter and Ted were-interested too. "C'mon, help
me, " I saild. "All together now, 'Hey Reiss, hey Reiss,Hey, Reiss.!®
They weren't with me.
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Before I knew what was happencing, they throw me on the floor.
Walter and Dick held me whilp Ted tickled. I'm %icklish.
Enouzh aaid. I'm trying not to remember it. Ocoog!

Ikept up with the "Hsy Relag, ! but it was finally Sylvia who
took pity on me. She said, "Hoy Les." I turned. "Hnld out your
hand. " I held out my -hond and she Aropncd #1.55 in nickles,
dimes and quarters into it. I added my 204 ~nd gave 1t to Dick.

Walter ha? given me the number of Fan Hillton., I had 1
tremendous idea. I'4 heard that the inhabitants of Fon Hillton

are supposcd to nnawer the phone, "Hello, Fan Hillton." I had
suggented to Bjo that she use the nome "#an Hilton'", and although
someone ~dded another "L", 1t was stil) orizinally my suczestion.
So I'would answer, Hello, Fan Hillton. This 1ias wyour creater!™ in
my best radlo volce. -

I dialed the three-number aren code and waited for the
operator to nsk for the number. 8Scmething ob the other end
gtarted ringling. It rang 25 times and I geove up. I told Dick
what had happene?, and le~rned that his phonc 12 in an exchnange
go highly develoned that the number 1is recorded ~utomatically
and you Jjust dial the arez code and the right number aftcr it.
Goshwow! I Al12134 the aren code and the phone number rizht
after 1it.

The phone rang. Somebody vicksd 1t uo.
"Hollo, " hc sald.
Juat, "Helln™

Damn! :

"Who 1s this?" I ngked,

"Johnstonc. Whe =2re you?"

"This 15 Gerber."

"Garber? You'lres kiAdingl"

MMhat'a-pleht; TI0m Kidding"

No, I recognize your voicg! You'rec derber!" (Aside) "Hey, 1t's
Gerber.

"Hi, Johnstons, you kook!™"

"Here's Bjo. "

I wanted to t~lk to Bjo anyw~y. Yes
Bjo talk to me ~ny time., I love the s

"211o, Les?" :

W B oo '

She thankad me for the folk gong tapc I hnd <~nt her for
Christmaa, and then introduced ~ bewildering arr~y of n-mas. I
remember %4 Cox, John Trimble, Lee Jacobs, Jack Harnes-, Ron E171ik
~nd anothar character I'll save for A moment. The conversation
went mratly like this:

! I'a spend $1.75 %o henar
ound of Bjo's volce.

"Hi, Les, this 1s Zd Coxd"

"J1, EA4 Cox! What 4i1d that comment of yours in the CRAP zine
about my writing mean? I still don't understand it."

"Hi Les, this 1s Jack Harness!®
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And 0 it went. Ellik nald ‘that he wan coming to New York, »nd
I told him I woulfdn't bo there when he arrived. "Oh." said Ron.
I also told Ron that I couldn't maks un my mind betwsen him and
Tney for TAFE, no I a3 voting for Bruece Henstell., A few Aays
agc L.god 4 DQdtiRPel Crom “Ront

Leg:
Tell you what -- you vote fcr ms for TAFF, and I'll leave
Pegy Rae Feinight to you in my will., If you vote for bBruce
Hengtell, howéver, I'll get cven <= I"'11liwill him tovyou.
Ron
Bruce Henstell for TAFF!

BJ7 .exme brclk onwzein, - "Hofley! che satd. Joliniwas-onithe
nther nhone, and I "qitei for hinto anAwer,

4z~in, "Oh, Honey.

No reply.

Finnlly John 3114, " ¥You ~top talking ta Lee Gerber that way."

I crog=leq. '

"I want to talk %o him that way.!

Goshwow!

"L2a, would vou like tn talk to Burbee?"

WOULD I?  MAre you iading?id

Burbee came 2n.

"Helle. " he said.

"How Ao I know you're Burbee?" I asked sFeptienlly.

"That do wru n"ﬁn?"

"How 35 I know yvou're not just nne of them?"

"But I am just one of them,"

"Oh." I wa~ convineced. It was Burbee.

Bj» came on. !

"How 4o T know who h i nre? anked Burbee.

"Hey 'Bln, "'T anid, "It 1g Burbeel"

"qi{mt' n :

‘"Sny, BJo, " Burbee acked, " How As I know this 1s Lea Gerber?
who }a L2a Gerber?" Ho may not have bacn kidding.

"ITm not, I'm Ted Johnn t”nu, callinz from a phone bonth."

"I wan tnl”ﬂnv o B0

The eall was well worth ZAVALA) S my money.. Fannish long
distance phone calls are: the zreate~t!

After that, anything was bound t» be anti-clim-~ctic. In fact
I cn't remember what happencd after that. However, I 314n't get
out of ‘the npartment until around 4:30, and I dAidn't gzt home
until after AT One’ - thdnz ' “that & muqt 51y, Pat =nd Dick
are hospitable above anA beyond the c¢nall of Auty. They invited
me back wheneveér I make it into the city, and they men~ged
to sound ns though they meant 1it.

Boy, would I 1like to, make that call in the reverse direction
next Nem Year's Evel



— OSWALD TRAIN

I am not going to t211 you about .my collaction, other than
to say 1t is a large one, and a :jood one--at any rate, I think
so amd am proud of it. Other collectores wlll brag about the
wonderful ‘things thaoy have in.their collections (somsother time,
I might). Some will t211 about ths complete filag of macazines
on their shelvez and in thoir vaults, necience filction magazines
dnting back to the vear ONE., Comnlets fil-s of Astounding --can't
gat us~sd to Analog-- Amazing, Wondrr, Black Gat, Godey's Ladies!
Book and GooA Houszkesping. Othera will tell you of the very
early seience fiction books in their possession, first cdltions
of Poe, Verne, Swift, Wells; ote. Forrie Ackerman would probably
top them all with the story of th=a olieat book of them all,
chipoed out on stone tablets in the year 10,000 B.C. This is in
his collection, of course. - They'll to1ll you about complets scts
of Burroughs, Haggard, Doc Smith, George O.Smith, and I'll wager
gomcone will tell you he has =2very Tom.Swift book ever published.

I have dccided to be a 1little differcnt. I am going to show
you how you too can assemble colleetions of ton and twenty thousand
books and mile hich atacks of magazines. - In short, I am.golng
to let you in on some ccllectaps' secreta--walech aren't really
gsecrets anyway.

First, a fow words about collecting magazinca. Obviously,
the easiest way is to buy them all on the otands as they come
out every month. But:that is no help getting: the ones you mlssed
a long time ago. Not nany of us hnve been collecting since the
long gone tw:ontiss, About, the.beat advice I can give you is tof
make’ regular visits to the stores that spcciialize in lLiuck date maccazines.
Shop around, compere prices and conditions. .Condition is cxtrémely important,
for a tattered, dog-ccored old magnzine is just that and no nore.  If you are
not satisfied witk an item they hcve in stoek, “20 nct take it, but ~wait awhile,
for it-will turn up again, -possibly in:becttericondition nind at a lower price.
When you order through ithe mail you should insist thet megezincs be in good
condition, and reserwve the right to retur: them if they ere not as represented.

You should decidc whether or not you sre jeing to keep ths megozines on
your shelves as they are, or whetinr or not your arc going to have tham pre-
fessionclly bound. Anéd you should decido early what you arc going to
eollcet. -Sore collect cvery dssue of every magazinc, some their fovorite
mogazinces - only, and some collecet only issues in which ccrtein authors ere
rcprescnteds. Some bind their magazines canplete~- and I mean complcte, with
front and beck covers and over scrap of advertising matter. Sonc rcnove
uscless back covers and peges consicting only of -eds, while there arc others
who remove all covers, -front and-back,.all ads, -all rcaders! departrents,
binding nothing but thc stories. ®hcre are others who will teke thcir mago-
zines gpart gqnd rcmove stories of ccrtain typces, or by certain faveritc
authors, aad bind thasc stories enlyr amd -Giscard thc rest.

Do some of thesc methods scer strangc to you? The thing tc remember about
a colloction is that it is yours, fer your own cnjoyment, and vwhratever mdthod
gives you the most plcasurc and sctisfaction is the onc for you. That is
rcason e€nough. But alvngys bcar in mind possible receale value at a later
datc-- you may change your mind about some things.
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In spite of many sceming sinilaritics, collceting books is a
di ffcrent proposition than ecllceting megezircs. Magazines arc
but temporary thinzss, and uwlc.;s trey have rcasonablc care, they,
soon éisintegrate. Books are boetter constructed, have for nicre
curcblz covers, amd arc priatc? beticr on botter greics of paper,
Besides, they cost o good desl morc and if o perscn pays threc
or four dcllars for a bonl Ri is gecing ' tekb prztty deceat
Y e i . : b s

As in cellceting nmeprzines, you rmst deciféc corly just what
you ort goins tb ¢sMlcet, 'Seicrnee: Tiction or fnn'tasy‘? | Or both?
Arc you going to be o caplitist? Arc you goinz to eclicet enly
whet you, like, certoin typf*s of storics? Orly you can nake t.e
choicc,

It is Vtry nicc to be a coapletict, but unlcos you heve plenty
of roon: to kecp your books, ‘ené unlirdted coasin, I advise a;;ainst it.
If you do not Yove sufficient space, you cannct caxc for tic books
properly;  they Jouxl intc sheives or piled up in eorners and
valuablc books et dqmaged.  Besides, wcorpletists get o lot of un~-
fcndable junk cven theyr' will never bs able to wado througl.

W.en you are building your collccticn, there dig one thing that
sioyuld bc considered above all clsc-- just ask yoursclf "De I like
thig beck?" If t:o answer is jyes, thon it belonss 1a your celloction.
Later, you nay change your mind ‘and daciéo to.cot rid of o book aad
rcplace it wit: anoticr but thet is cne of the 'tiings thet nakes
colIuctl ng a plensurc, ané keeps your eollcetion fresh and acw all

L — thé tire. Remerber, it is your

pw— collcection, for gour pleasure and
' enjoymeat. T I
i ,\ N It is no problecn to ccllect new
! " beoks ss ‘thoy =re publishcde- 21l
{ / \\ \ you heve to:.de 1s plurk your mcney
f\ A } \\ dswn on- th¢ esuntor, the clerk will

vyap up the book, and out you go
with its " A5 simplc as that.
But is it really that sirple.

. Yecs, if you rmst hiavce the book right
arey. DOtlerrise, no-- for there aro
many YEres you can save roney simply
by waitdng aod - Keepim: your cycs pocled,

Do not- buy  a new bﬂok at thc tine
of publicetion uniess it iz in & small
cdition, or publiclicd by o srall come-
peny. You will motlec, copecially if
you live in a large city, theot there
are booksteres spcecializing in what is
knownr as renainGers., Publislcrs' atock
th.at €id not -scll as well os aatici-
pated, or sicre overprintcd, «ni sold
te dcclers who goccialize ia sucl: books,
Thesc dealers may poy as little «aa
tventy or thirty conts a copy, and they
offcr then “to the publlc at price far
beclow the rogular list pricc. You nay
hove to wait awhile, but if you buy a
lot of books 1t is worth it.
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Of coursc, tke rub is that not zll beoks crc remainderced, but cven so the
chences erc it was in a pretty lerge cdition ancd therc src other ways to
obtain it,

For the books you éo not eceteh at tkhe rcmainder houscs, there arc
severcl weys open to you, The large cepartment stores very often have seales
after tke Christmes holiday, end real bargains erc to be found there, Or
they nmay kave speciel sales, swgyer sales, clcerances,cte. It pays to
Yook for then, ’

Wateh for the mail order advertizements in S,F, megnzines, then send them
your namec ond eddresgs ~nd ask to bec put on their mailing list. They will
be gled to send then to you-~~after a1l, you &rc & prospective custoner, .
Another way, of course, is to meke rcguler and frequent visits to the
sccond hcnd bookstores, . If it is e lorge storc with & rapid turnover, you
ney be cmezeéd at whEat you will find., The cheps who write the book rcvicws
for the pepcrs often unload ther:, and, on occasion, I have obtained books
scveral wecks chead of publicention cdete,

Now this gets us to the older books, ~Lmoest inveriebly bought sccond hond
unlces you ere 99 ycars old, To nec, it is much more sctisfying to get a good
copy of &n olé book than 1t is to buy 2 fresh now onc from the press. It
is in thesc ©0ld books that the rcel veluc of your colléction will lie,
for usually a used copy of a book currently in print is worth rwuch lcss
than the list pricec. It will pay you to be very choosy in building up this
pert of your collection. Visit the -boekstorcs at cvery opportunity, cnd if
possible try to become aqueinted with the proprictor or e clerk, for you will
finc¢ that they will set books cside for you if they think you ere interested,
Wh.n you visit other cities, try to look through thc bockstores therc--it
could very well be there 18 no collector in your figld there, Strike up
a corrcspondence with seme of the meil oréder dealers if it is possible, for
they ccn be.o grcat help-te you,

Congition is very important in oléd books.s The scarcer they are, and
the better the condition, the more they.erc vorth on the rescle norket in
termis of heré cold cesh, I streas this becrusc you cre spending a lot of
good moncy for your books, and it is & rcel investmnent, Should you deecide
to scll ~nything from yor collectione-maybc you don't like it sfter rcading
it, or you heve found o better copy--you will usmnt to get as ouch as
possible for it. If you mekec ¢ lucky purchrsc in the first plcee you
have an excellent chenec of getting brgk scvercl times whet you peid,

Cere, and common stn#c, should be uscc when buyinge If £ book is
scarce cnd you havc:been looking for o copy for ycars, you 7ill heve & good
idea how rmech you crc willing to pay when it finelly doecs turn up. If it
is overpriccd for its condition, lct it go and shop rround for &« better
buy. Do not buy = book in e beet up condition unlecss it is reclly scarce
end very chcep, in whieh cese it cen be rcbound for ~ couple of dollers,
Aweys try Yo get first editions, for thcy arc the onvs that heve the real
vealuc to collcctors in other ficldse If you have = good book in your collectiegn
nnd you find o better copy, go ahecd ané buy it 4f the price is deeent. It
never doecs any harr: to buy up goof, cheap copics cven though thecy cre
duplicetes, and- you will find they'll coume in nighty hendy for treding purposcs,
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Later, you riay wrnt to collecet nutogrephed books, ~nd meony of thcse
heve reel voluc ~nyvkerc. A signec prescntetion copy of - book by, say,
Burrouzhs or Hasgerd, is vorta scver 1 ticcs morc than an unsicned copy of the
sanc thing. If you know thot ~2n ~uthor is roinz to be procscnt at o nceting
or convention you nny ottend, trke his bocks nleong andé kove hin sign
ther: for you. He will be glad to do so. Scmetines ¢ book is issucd ia a
spceial limited ciéition with £ .ney bindizng, speciel illustrations and
fincr paper. @uitc often thesce ciitions src signed by botkh suthor ~nd
ertist, n~nd cven thougk not o firss clition, it is well worth h-ving. You
ey went to collect lctters ~nd maonuscripts by famcus authorse This is
& very intcresting ficld, and rirny collecctors will slip thesc lctters insice
first ccition copics of that author's bocks. Of coursec thce voluce cutomatically
inercascs. There arc many ficlds inte whick you can expand your collcction.
If it gives you plcasufc thcn it is the right thing for you.

The deys of feobulcus bargains found at sccond hend bookstorcs nay not
be over, but thcy arc ccrtainly not as spcctacular as they uscd to bce
Today, onc nay scarch for days and wecks and find 1littlc of veluc, But there
was a time~-in the carly thirtics to bec surc--when & small group of
collcetors hed the ficld to themsclves. They found the Fourth Avenuc storcs
in Ncuw York to bc rcel 4old nincse Copics of "Derkness and Dooa% by
George Allan England werc often found for fiftcen Collarse Weinbauri's
"The New Aderi" was renaindercé, and copics were pilcé high in the remainder
storcs and cven in érug stores in New York, Philadclphia,end other citics
Bor lcss than fifty cents. Therce were few buycrs then, but vhat will it
cost you toCey if it can bec feund? lferritt's "The Tacce In The Abyss™ was
rcraindercd ané went begring for buycrs at 49+ in ~ chein of drug storcs,
Tocay ¢ copy of this first c.ition in dust j ckct will cost you at
lenst ten Gollnrs, The same with Merritt's "Dwellers in the Mirage", yet
in retcnt ycors it was unobtainable till reprintc. by the Grecdon Cornpanye

Teke cere of your books. Don't leave them piled up on the floor
for weeks on end--put them on shelves., Don't jam them so tightly on the
shelves that it is an effort to teke then out--bindings get torn, and
books forced out of shape. Don't store then in & demp basement, or they
will mildew, Don't set a wet glass down on a beok for it will leeve a
ring, Don't turn corners down to merk the place. Use a slip of paper
for a bookmerk, not a ruler or 2 pencil. A bookseller once listed things
which had been used as bookmerks, Some of the things he listea were
unbelievable., He even-listed a fricd egg. Dust your books occasionally,
for, next to watcr, dust is a book's worst cncmy. Learn to meke small
repairs so thet torn prges and binding will not get worsc. Pencil marks
can be crascd, and in some cascs the nemes on the c¢nd peges can be rcmoved
with ink cradicator. Fingcr prints anf dirty smudges may be rcmoved with
an ort gum crascr, Torn jackets can be recpaired ané rcinforeccd, and
plastic covcers can kecp o book clecan and prevent torn jackcts,

Best of luck in your collecting!

Ossic Train
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T RAN SIATIONS
PRESENTED BY: A.M, PHILLIPS

It so happened during the course of the North African ocampaigns
of '43 or '44---at this distance I am in gome doubt of the precise
occaslion---that I found myself separated from that element of my
battalion with which I had been previously assoclated. For
reasons having no conncction with the events which I wish to
record, I found myself alone in an encampment in the Libyan
Desert. There stood the tents, the megs hall, the shops, blazing
under the lidless eye of the sun, and nothing moved within the
dune-sculptured horizons but the desert windm with its hissing
grains of sand; the soaring, planing circling kites; and an
occagsional acorplon or lizard.

I looked about me. This was to be my solitary camp for a
determined period. Far off across the winding dunes, whose
shndows seemed to palnt the lines of some strange Semitic script --
ten? twenty miles?-- a broken range of arid mountains stood up
agalinst a burning sky. Even at this distance they looked o0l4,
death~ridden, time scoured. What lay within them? What secrets
of antiquity? I knew them to be largely unexplored---my map
showed that--and rumors of their lost cities--cities of incredible
antiquity---had been current in this part of the world for many
hundreds of years.

I shook myself out of this Areaming trance. The tropic sun was
moving down the slope of afternoon. First, the mess hall: T had
been assured of water and sufficient ratlons, and this I checked.
A small gas engine had been left running pending my arrival. Its
generator supplied sufficient current even for the outsized
refrigerator I found within the hall, and more---I would have
electric light, and could, if I wished, operate the transmitting
unit.

The generator chugged, the refrigerator hummed, the ecternal
wind whispered and complained---other than these hypnotic sounds
the silence was that of a 1ifeless world.

Again, and impatiently, I woke mysclf from the lapping dreams
that washed these sealess shoreg. Night approached and I knew
the tropic night was quick in coming.

Its door swung open, the refrigerator revealed a wealth of
food and drink--its contents would have been worth murder many
times over to one of the strange Arabg-—--if Arabs thcy are...
outcasts, certainly--who wander alone in these arid wastes. But
80 remote wag I---g80 deep within this anclent desert--headquarters
had felt safe in leaving all this wecalth of food, machilnery,
arms, ctc. unguarded for days on end. No living man but mysclf
was expected here until my relief arrived.
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Nontheless, I swung my corbine from my shoulder and checked
it with ropid familiarity. ¥y cartridge belt was full; still
I sought the armory ~nd satisficd myqe]f that the arms were there.
The jackals that I cxpected to come do'm out of the mountalns
with the night--~yes, they travel that far within the night:
how, I know not——porhpqv Anubils ailds them~-——the jackals I did
not fear. They stand off, Just without th2 light, and laugh
like madmen, and they fade like the baselesgs shadows which,
perhaps, they are, if you move toward them. The Jackals were
0ld, familiar friends: what elss might lurk without the light
I did not know..Arab, Bedouin,..ghoul? With the carbine slung
once more from my shoulder, I checked my sidearm---a .38 Itd
plcked up on some forgotten field.

And then, in the last of the daylight, a patrol: I toured
every tent and shop, flashed my light under made—up beds,
avolded corners, turned swiftly to catch whatever might be
behind me. There was nothing, no one: I was alone at night,
in_the Libyan Desert, :

,—-1r il

E' 7 L o e Dinner with moonrise. The swollen

i > i yellow globe---looking as though it
were about to burst-—-lommed above the
Jet-black dunes. Did something move
out there? I swung up my glasses and
caught it falrly in the field--and
leaped to my feet, nmy right hand
streaking willless to the pistol grip!

o A mis-shaped shadow lurched and
vanished in the thicker ink of larger
shadows. I stared until my eyes grew
stralned and dry, and then—--there 1%t
 was again! It staggered, loomed and
il shrank---and steadlly moved toward
the camp.

Moments flashed by as I dropped the
tent flap to withlin a few inches of
the sandbagged, wodden wall of the
armory tent (1n which I had elected to
dine). My carbine was already charcoaled,
there would be no glint of moonglow
along my weapon's barrel!

Jackals cried and laughed weirdly. I
L knew the thing had reached them, crossed
Foe et U the thin perimeter they drew around the

camp. I ¥aw 1t now--a great, lumpy head moving on three wobbling
legs. The carbine was lnaccurate at any distance. I would have
to walt: there would be, probably, but a single chance. And now
I heard it..a whispering. dragging sound, an eldritch, obscene
murmur. I had 1t now..full in the moonlight the monster rose,
and my finger tightened on the trigger.
]



And then he coughed polltely and g well-bred English voice
called, "Oh, I say there! I say! Is anyone about? I say,
the champ!"

He nearly got his head blown off in sheer reaction. But you
don't go trigger-happy through some veasrs of tne African
campaigns: I stralghtened, lowered my old carbine to my side.

"Who i1s 1t?" I asked, and moved immediately from where I
stood. But he made no hostile gesture; no gunflash 1it the
heavy night. He stopped and peered about. I put the flash
upon the sandbags, switched 1t on, and leaped aside. He did
not fire; he did not move; he stood and blinked., And I saw
that he dragged a long tube behind him and that made the third
leg; and on his shoulders he carried a huge sack, and that gave
him the monstrous head I thought I saw.

The man himself was thin, cadaverous, hawk-like. I stepped
out, and showed him my plstol, at which he looked surprised.
He made no comment other than, "I say!" as I searched him.

Satisfied, I escorted him ( not to the armery) but to the
mess hall, and with its lights switched on got my first good
look at my visitor.

He was not English, despite his accent. He might have been,
and probably was, a Hindu—~-he was dark enough, and with
ascetlic look, But,yet, the features were not cast Just right...

I gave him supper, and I listened to him through the nicht,
and I watched him go with daybr = out into these trackless,
lost, and endless dunes, and I never saw him again. He went
as though strolling along Bond Street, his pack upon hils
shoulder, dragging the narrow black tube behind him., He took
a bit of water in a canteen with him, and I saw in daylicht
that his heavy boots were scuffed as though dragged through
many miles od sand. He would not tell me where he went. Nor
would he say from whence he came. But he left with me translations
«.0r so he sald. Back in the distant mountains, he told me,—-
in the mountains unvisited by men for God-knows-how-hany-years-—-
he had found the cities of legend. He had lived there—he
implied—---for years, had solved the cryptoglyphs in which their
history——-—or was i1it?--- was recorded. He tried to tell me, to
explain the meaning—but I cduld net understand. In the morning,
he left—-—-—gadly—--he said he could not walt. But he left me wilth
a string of these M"translatlions", and besought me that I bring
them to the attentlion of scholars when next I visited the cities
of men. He di1d not seem to know that was walked up and down
the land.
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And now and here I discharge my promise to this strange man
who walked off into the star-1it east before the molten desert
dawn flared up to light his tiny figure far off and soon was lost
within the dancing heat waves.

These, then, are the'"translations" left with me that morning
long ago:

And now the rainbow gets its course
Upon the bank of hours

While pancakes follow chlimney pots
Amid the scent of flowers.

When comes the puddled pencil-tops
And creamed Aeolian Tuna

Through narrow ways creat a maze
We all give thanks to Luna.

With candied transfers ripe with wheat
We plod along the narrow street

And bear upon the course of days

A thousand suffering dinner trays.

His ears were full of laundered shirts
His hair was wet with whisky

His armes were full of pickled frogs
And hls apple-cart was frisky.

While Marmaduke refreshed the scout
With old and simple airs,

Ten thousand tons of sauerkraut
Came slidling down the stalrs.,

In amatory cap and gown

The glowing pretzel came to town;

While rice and onions fdlled the ailr
With sound of trumpets, bells and hair!

I did not know the name of soup
Nor when it was cremated

But oh how sadly did I droop
When onlon was prorated.

Oh, if I could remember

The number of days in September!

I wouldn't be praised

For the number of days df
But I'd be alone in September. ekt eSSl TR SRS F
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Perhaps the oyster knows its fruit
Perhaps the day 1is long
But when the day spring sparew its loot
Then well is 111 forlorn.

While Marmaduke with studied grace
Enlarged upon life's lees

Full thirty-thousand prelates watched
The Boy Scout shelling peas.
Al A . '
He wore his tonsils in his hat
His overcoat was lousy
But never did a sponsor seem
Bo new, so brown, so drowsy.

If cabbages and riding coats
Make monsters out of tellers
Then gpricots will serve as oats
For five and twenty spellers.

In elementary mask and wig
We hunt the wild, inclement fig
Through the streets bone-gray and dry with dust
And over cameras red with rust.

And so we find young Marmaduke
In mullioned windows dressed

While strolling peasants tread the grapes
In baggy vants unpressed.

Who tredds on yon potatoe treads
Upon his very soul!

For nearly twenty years I have studied these quotations, and
because of their somewhat outre--—-or perhaps ‘unfocused' is the
word I want---quality, I have delayed their revalation. Perhaps
there is a deep and Daliesque significance here. Perhaps.

It seems to me, however, that my visitor in that distant
desert night was---just possibly--inept in his grasp of these
cryptic ancient tongues. Error has in some way, I fear,
raised its ugly head.

By: Lex Phillips
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TThe future is not a club from which you can resign."
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"During World War III we will all be cremated equal."®




Len Moffatt excleims: TAT'TITIL cover on ETWAS #2t ( And nixe
of Bje to Gastetner it for you,toc.)

A 2§ pege meg, containing such = variety of waterial, should
reslly heve o Table of contents page., Also helps to give your
contributors a bit more egoboo...

The Summer Urge wasn't badly written. It seemed to be ahother
post-atomic war story, and we've had so many of those...

Even before the publication of the first part of his History
of Fandom, Harry Warner has (since many moons ago) established
himself as the "unofficial" historian of fandom. This brief
history of Australian fandom is typical of Harry's Good Jork,
and I agree with him that fandom (science-fiction fandom, not
Just "feehish fandom®) can survive with little or no prozines
in existance. However, I think it will be many, many years
before there are absolutely no S-F prozines on the stands, if
indeed that day ever comes.

It's nice to see a Milty Rothman article in a fanzine again,
and a fine article it is too. Over-simplified,perhaps, but its
very simplicity makes his logical argument all the more effective,
I trust you sent a copy to Mr. Campbell...//-1 was going to, but
Leslyn ( his daughter), and I decided that if we wanted to keep
writing, and seeing each other on occasion, it wouldn't be a
good idea. "I'd rather be a live chicken, than a déad duck!*)//

A Day in the Fannish ILife of Bob Lichtman was fairly enter-
taining, but it also made me envicus. I have yet to see "The
jiesaquite Kid Rides again". Didn't get to Al's the night of the
showing, due to illness in the family, but hope to see it
sometime, somehow...

- Am pretty much in agreement with Lambeck on editing lettercols,
but then he said all the obvious thinzs, obvious, that is, to
fans who have been around for some time. Although some fans will
nc doubt disagree with the part of inserting your comuments into
the letter ..s far as I am conserned, though, as longz as you can

tell who i¢ saying what, I think it is alright. 1 m¥$elf.was
taken to task Tor this,’on the grounds that 1 was butting into the

conversation, like sticking your nose where it wasn't wanted...I
considered this a pretty weak argument. after all, it was my

letter col in wmy fanzine, and the writers were addressing me

as well as the readers. so I felt that I had the right to "join in"
the nconversation", and that it made more sense for me to make my
comrent, or answer a question wt the appropriate place in the letter
rather than trying to make all my comments at the bottom of a
letter, where, in some instances--one has to refer back to the
various portains of the letter about which you are comsenting,

thus taking up more space in the magz.
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(still with Len) This brings us to the article on "Fan Arts”
which is interesting and instructive, to say the least. Nice
Sieb Joun 1 IR0 s hele,

ALY im all, a 2ndydsh 66 be pregd of..//-Don't worry, 1 am,

proud as punch// not Perfect, but how many fanzines are?
I wonder when the puns on your title will begin.,.such as..

i e i ' i methingl.. ..

PO~ e B ETVA?/{S%%%yBéicﬁgr Dovney, Calif.f/

Chuck Devine also thought that the cover was beautiful//and you
know what, I agree, Thanks, again Bjo//. 1 liked the color change
in pagzes. Wish that I could do it,myself, but my readers won't
let me. // So far I haven't had any complaints, perhaps that is
because they know it wouldn't zet them too far anyway. I can be
terribly stubbern, and all of any one color seems dull., at least
for me. 1%11 wait till I'm old and tired before I do that//

1 liked your ramblings in the ed. No continueity but fun reading.
//hope you can spell that word, I can't, I just copied it.//

I liked Joe Sanders piece very much. I have a deep fear of
mimeo stencils..//who doesn't?//..No, if I need some artwork done
on wimeo stencil, I'1ll try to have Mike Johnson do it. The illos

in _the i ' ; zo0d . ecial dkins. .
Conseggg%g%g ggangSTXiﬁgoa Ju§§8r0ﬁ§g%yséhooT science lesson.

922 Day Drive Boise, Idaho

William Danner complains: I like rambling editorials as long
as they ramble, but this time yours gallops off in all directions

at once.__fSF_instance, one paragraph of only ten lines starts out

on your highschool's football team and ends up on its magazine. To
digress a moment, I can't help wondering whether the boys on the
football team take all these chances "for the school" or because they
realize that as a result of so doing young ladies such as you think
they are wonderful. There are all kinds of egoboo, you know.

//You mean, I've been took? But when you say it is not logical,

I disagrece. 1 thought about it for a while, thought that you were
probably right, and so sat down and resd that paragraph again. It
very logical. If you think that that is bad, you ought to hear me
talk., Especially when you are near me when I am excited. And, after
all, you are supposed to write as you talk. I'll try to correct this
in the future. 1I'll make no rash promises, but 1'11 try.//

//He says a lot more about my spelling and other machanics which are
beinz put to use this time as much as possible. No, Bill, I'm not

mad, just no time to write.// //R.D. #1 Kennerdell, Penna.//

Jerry Page congradulates: Very nice 'zine. (Cover was good, thougzh
somewhat bare. The quality of the material was good, better than
some more established zines. One thing though - as much as I enjoy
your writing, you break in too much. Comments in Bob Lichtman's
column and the placing of the poem were especially distracting.
Either dummy wmaterial to fill out page with art work //29%// quotes
or fillers or start next piece after the other is done. DOWN WITH
CONTINI'ED ON PAGE SO-AND-SO - ITENS IN FANZINTS, End of sermon.
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Jerry continues * On the whole, ETWAS is remarkable, and of
quite promising. The variety was very good.

// This is me..I have a feeling that something is going
on that is over my head, or at least that I don't know about.
erhaps it is just coincidence, but it seems strange. Jerry
Eapitglized " guite". This~ could mean veryﬂjﬁﬁ%ﬁ. But then
why did John Konig , in his review of ETWAS.WhICh 1 haven't .
seen yet, say that ETWAS was " guite promising®?. And Why did
Mich Gates say that he-detected a pun? Help....//
Jerry's address:
//193 Battery Place, NE, Atlanta, Georgia.//

Mike Deckinger admits: The change of address coupon is novel,

and reports that he is moving soon, and so he will send me the
new address. By the way, it needn't be torn out, I didn't wean
it like that, especially with Harry's article on the back of it.
It was more to give you the idea to let me know that you are
moving. He also complains that the letter column is too short.

I hope that this one is long enough for him. T also hope that
this  will print decently, You seé, I am babysitting, and using

their portable, I don't think that it likes me. When I-started
tohight, it stuck every single time that I typed an "pA"., and it
still sticks on some letters. But the A is bshaving now. T do
wish that Mike would send me his new address. I guess that he
didn't take the hint.

A Sauirrel I know says: Your editorial was disorganized and
rambling, but interesting; you « A

N
=
s e

can polish your writing by doing - St ’ :\\
: P 0 R 4 v\ K 1y
20 95n2inlt; FEiking Lg§ters = T s
stories to fanzines etc. // Etc. g

like writing letters tc you? st f'}
Maybe?// Seeing your own mater-
ial in print is a good (fast)
way to teach you what is wrong
with it, and how to improve it.
Warner's article impressed me,
not that I am particulary inter-
-ested in Aussie fandom, but it
impressed me that you must learn
to transcribe, even if you can't
learn to spell. Nobody blames
you for not knowing how to spell,
it is a lost art in American
education.//You're not kidding.
We have had vocabulary to in-
crease your speaking and reading
vocabulary, but I haven't been
in a situation in the past two
years of school where points were

-~
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taken off for incorrect spelling. DPerhaps that is why I never
bothered. I have a sneaky susp;cion that I am going to change

in a harry now thougch. Too wmany people are complaining, and
after all, I can't let a siwple little thing like that keep

ETWAS from being the best. Why, it isn't fair to it. ( by the
way, I didn't mean that to be a pun, I don't know how I do it,

but if I try to meke 2 pun on something, I can't do it. OQOtherwise
I stick my foot in my mouth everythme. Ask Les Gerber.) Anyway,

I hope this issue is better, It isn't through lack of trying if .
it isn't. Back to Ron//

N'APA is abbreviated with an apostrophe to indicate that its
full name is Neffer Amateur Press Alliance, which is short for
National Fantasy Fan Federa tion APA. You can find out more from
the official Editor, Belle Dietz, 1756 Walton Ave. Bronx 53, N.Y.
lfembership in N'APA is only open to wmembers of the NFFF ...which
you can join by sending $1.60 to Janie Lamb, Route 1, Box 364,
Heiskell, Tennessee., (I'm not recruiting -- just furnishing
information) //rDitton//

I liked your bit about your cat, because I started reading in
the middle and I wasn't sure that the Christopher you were
scolding was the cat Christopher. That sure was amusing, until
I found out better. //Ron Ellik, Sir, it is a good thing that
there are others reading this, I might be tempted to make a few -
regparks, otherwise, Wait until I get ahold of you again, You'll
pay for that remark.//

The overall impression of this second issue is that it is
poorly put together, but very interesting. By studying the
format and layout used in other fanzines( Discord, Shangri-I'Affaire
Stefantasy, etc.) You can get an idea of how to keep ETWAS
neat, presentable, attractive and organized. Then, if you keep
the enthusiasm you have for publishing, you'll have a top-notch
fanzine. //Thank you, I do hope you're right, but then, you're
always right.//

Phil Harrell, who uses my right name, Peggy Rae. At last, he
agrees that it is pretty, that is why I use it. Now about ETWAS,
I have gotten several connatations frow the name. ( do you pro-
-nounce it " IT WAS"? or like I do, ET Was? ( ie I et dinner)®?
but the one that appeals to me most is ET Was ( but who ever
heard of an ET that was?) and if I'm correct, the Et WAS what?

// I'm confused! ETWAS is German or " something", and I choase
that title because I was going crazy trying to think of a title
that fit both it and me. While I was looking for a title, I took
to addressing it as " The Thing", and, wy favorite word in Englisk
is, " Someday", and for months and months,I used ETWAS to mean
someday, and I had more points taken off in German class. I was
considering using the title someday, but it was too long, and it
wasn't exactly what I wanted, so one day George Heap and I were
tossing it around,and he suggested using a German name, then it
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was easy. ETWAS popped into my mind, and there wasn't a single
thought after that, in my mind, which was against it. It's perfect.f/

I'm wondering who the terrific cover artist i1s, and you ought
to have the name of your zine on the cover. // Look carefully
on the right hand =zide of the 1llo,near the bottom, you will find
that BjJo did sign it. And I fought with myself about having the
name on the cover, you sec,Blo mailed me the finlshed cover, and
I would have had to put the namc on seperately, and take the chance
of ruining it; I never could forgive mysclf If I had done that.?/

Bob Lambeck had the most intercsting article; Bob Lichtman the
most enjoyable column; John Pcata the most ( and only) readable
story, I think I followed it, I think, and Chris Jamcson has some
intcresting illos,

I agrce with Annchamberlain and Redd Boggs, who ask, "What is the
name of your 'zine?". #/Phil, not having reccived the first issue
of ETWAS, you missed the wholc point, you sec, in the first issue
I pulled a couple pretty stupid tricks, like having the title only
on the cover, and then it was indecipherable, and I also had my
namc and address only on the mailing flap. I think now, that it
wags rathcr funny. How anyone could work that hard, ~nA then Just
forget to put their mame and addrcss in the thing is beyond me.
Besideg, if you rcad the editorial, you would sec that I first
gave the namc of my fanzine and my address. 'Key? Please forgive
my snapping. pcoplce..I bite!//

Roy Tackett says that I have "Pretty good material, Poggy,
especlally the Warner 1tem. Sanders and Lambeck make 1t appear
that you are running a school on how to put out a fanzine.
Rothman's article was intcrosting, but, as JWC points out, he
has never stated in orint that the Dean Drive device actually
worka. Campbell objeccted to the fact that noone would investigate
the deviece to see whether or not the thing would prefore as touted.

This 1s short, but I have umptecn letters to answer.

//You're forgiven this time. Happy landing.//

Mike MeInerney says that the wonderful cover started things off
fine, and although my editorial wasn't spectacular, 1t sct the
stage for the rest of the zinc. He also says that "It docs
accomplish its purposec very wedl. I liked 1it.

The article by Sanders was onc of the reasons I wanted the
zine. I wasn't disappointed and 1 hopec to be putting it to
practical usc soon. They say tho truest flattery is imitation,
since I'm going to be using the article, you can see that I rcally
liked it. Those 1llos rcally helped me understand all the points
being made. '

Ho also trics to tear Milt Rothman to picces, but I am afraid
hc didn't do it. I am not surc of Milt's title, but he has his
Phd in Phisies, so I rather think that he knows what he is
talking about. If he 4idn't phrasc something persicely right, &t
was so that 1t wouldn't bc more confusing that it was., As you saw,
1t went over some pecople's heads as 1t is. It would go over many
morc's if 1t were changed. That i1s if i1t needs to be, I am not
a scicntist, so I can't say.

27



Earl Noe chiles: You didn't tell us much sbout the Pittcon in
your excessively rambling edltorial!

I rather likecd the Pesta. I like psonle who put filction in
fanzines. This particular pl-cs gave m2 the impression that 1t
wasn't worke1 up quite emnough, a 1littls Ailsconnected and lacking
smoothness to a degree that it shouldn't have. '

Harry Warner was interesting. I have never doubted, however,
that fandom can survive without scisnce-fiction; 1t has been
getting along fine without 1t for sometime.

I am not a mcmber of the Campbelllan

A camp, but "Conservation" was rather

a. sophomoric rcbuttal, and the
ﬁ/éy Y...2) terminology was not cntircly correct
; ~/A 277 even within 1its elementary framework:
Fa (ii’{f-'v mass energy 1s conserved, but not, in
O i, the gtrictest sense, momentum. Momentum
/ e S may be converted to heat enerasgy, and
f A ' althoush this is kXinetic energy on a
A A }/y molecular level, it 1s commonly
j‘ft»‘ oL Aifferentiatead.

[y, S Lichtman was interesting, though
i 1 verging on the superfluous with all
that about his tests at UCLA and Les
Gerber's old address.

The repro, et cetera, 1s passable,
and quite nice for so early in the
game. The editorlal presence wag a
bit effusive, but charming.

//I never did receive KARVA #2.//
//3304 E. Belknap, Fort Worth 11, Ter./

. //Les Gerber is rizht, he said that
I would puzzle over his letter and

try to met something printable from it., Dowm with Les Gerber!
Well, peovle here we zo, let's see what we can mnke of 1t.//

I'm 2 bit surprised that you feel that Dean McLaughlin might
have been insulted by your not remembering his name. A%t a S.F.«
convention, with so many people you've never met before, you're
doing well to remember a quarter of the people you meet. I had
to keep looking at Lynn Hickman's name tag and I've been writing
to him for a year and a half now,.

I wonder where in the world you got the article by Milt Rothman.
I didn't know that he still had any connectiong wilth fandom. I'm
glad to see the nrticle; Busby pretty well demolished the Dean
Drive in CRY but Milt has taken a somewhat different angle and
achieved the same result. As a recent Physics student, I can
testify to the accuracy of the article.

If David English fasinates you, you haven't heard anything in
the way of strmange fannish names. How about David Ish? or Harry '
Schmarje? There are dozendg of them. // Who was talking about
gatrange names? I meant be~utiful ones. And I am beginning to
renlly beleave that David English doesn't really exist! Either that
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or he doesn't read the fanzines that are sent to him. At least
he ignores him. Mr. English, sir, are you there? //
//Box 223, Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster,Pa.//

Lenny Kaye is jealous, he says...: Don't brag about abaout your
football team. Just because your team had a good season doesn't
mean anything. Our team had a "won 4" "lost 5" record. And our
team could whip your tenam!
I think "Fan Arts" by Joe Sanders was the best think in the
whole issue. It really helped an aspiring fan like me.
Congervation was too scilentific for me. Much to scientifié,
Fanstuff Pildu was another winner, and I also liked both
Bob's telling vou how to edit a lettercolumn, and vour letter col.
//418 Hobart Rd. Sutton Terrace, No.Brunswick,N.J.Z,

I have a question for Bob Lichtman before I let him %alk...Bob,
who is Virginia. There is no doubt in my mind who Santa is, but
who is Virginia? I always did Like Santa.

Bob is annoyed: There is one very annoying thing you could
dispose of. This is the habit of signing your editorial comments
with a "P.R.McK." I keep trying to pronounce it as a word, and
it is very dificult to do. A simple Peggy would 1o as well, I think,
and would be far less annoying. Also, Peggy is very pronounceable.
// Bob, but Peggy isn't my first name, and how am I going to train
all the pretty people to call me Peggy Rae if I sign myself Peggy?
and Peggy Rae 1s Jjust too long. So until someone offors another
suggestion, I will omit the P.R.McK., but instead I will use
nothing. 1like I am doing this time. As long as I am the only
one who sticks comments in at odd times, 1t shouldn't be too
confusing...anyone have any real complaints...with reasons?//

Warner's article is one of these terrifically interesting
thin:s that reads like 2 practice exercise from the fan history
he's currently working on. This partictilar episode 1s one of the
things that Harry 1s having to write because Sam Moskowitz, in his
self-centerediness, failed to includes it in The Immortal Storm.
//Touche!// SaM was an excellent historian, but he limited himself
in the book to things which mainly involved him.

Rothman is interesting, it is nice to see stuff straight from
a physics text in a fanzine.

//6137 S.Croft Ave. Los Angeles 56, Calif.//

Rolf Gindorf, a man who had no trouble figuring out what my
title meant says: Well, well, well...I may have a few Aelusions
about life in general, but that of considering mysgelf a fan who
gets fanzines without askino for them was definitely not one of
them. But come to think of it, I can't homestly say that I Aislike
being treated thusly. Anyway, thanks for ETWAS #2, and I'll
be damned if it isn't the most unusual fanzine that I have ever
gotten. This doesn't apply so much ( in fact, not at 2ll) to
the contents,but a) to the title, which isn't much of a mystery
to me as far as the meaning i1s concerned, but who ever heard of
an American fanzine with a German title? - and b) to the (at
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least to me) quite surprising fact that it is
pubbed by a 16-year-old human female.

You know, sonehow I hnd gotten the impres-
~-sion that SF¥F 1n general, and fandom in e
particular, 4idn't lend itgelr easily to girls. )g' £

the sme as with chess.) //I like to ,
watch people playing chess, but have long A i y’uﬁpm _ ‘k\\N
since given up trying to win. A game of i N - s
luck 15 much more my speed. Like oqrdq / %4 ;
althouzh I do like to be givenia chance to < Jchnseh
do a bit of r.ggling with things. Gah, I don't mean that like
it probably sounds like I do. I %houldn t compogse comments on
stencil.//Femme-fans on the continent are few and far between and
those that I know of in England and the USA seem to be o' a more
mature age. So I am glad to see that there 1s at least one girl
who 1is oufficiently intsrested in fandom to pub a fanzine of
her own. 1In case these remarks sound a bit 'grown-uppish' to you,
let me say that I passed the teenage-stqge not much more than two
years ago. //You didn't, at least not to me, anyway, I wouldn't
trade places with you or anyone else right now, I enjoy being
16, and I have every intension of enjoying being 17 when I gzet
there. Begldes, if I were to awltch places with you, I wouldn't
be a girl ( or shouldn't that be Femme-fan?) and to quote
someone...l enjoy being a girl!//

The articles I liked best in ETWAS #2 were your editorial and
Bob Lichtman's plece. The reason is that they tell me something
about the personalities of their writers - and that is what I
am most Interested in. Not that I read them with a handbook on
Freudian psycho-analysis beside me, but I do like to learn as
much as possible about those funny characters who call themselves
fans.

Your name suggests that you may be of Scottish ( or Irish)
ancestry. Correct? //both, plus lots more.// By the way, ane
you called Peggy, or Rae, or both? and how do you pronounce Rnae?
//I am called quite a f=w things, my correct first name, and the
one I prefer, is Peggy Rae. Dbut I get everything from Peg to
Margaret to Rachel. But both Margaret and Rachel are completely
wrong. My parents knew that I wouldn't be able to spell so they
gave me an e=sy name. I put up with being called Peg and Peggy
by people I like, and others if I am in a good mood, but I have
always felt that there are few names that are as pretty as mine,
50 why not take advantage of 1t? And you pronounce Rae..like
Lester Ael Rey pronounc=s his name.//

//Wolfrath Hans-bockler-strasse 52, Telefon, 81?7 Germany//

Another friend who knew what ETWAS meant...Helmut Klemm..
Ghee,.do you speak German? I've never thought that in America
csomeone would go and call their fanzine my a german name! Great
GHU! /I dAon't speak or write German nearly as well as you or
any of the people from Germany do, that I have gotten letters
ofs comiment from. I quh that I did T would be getting A's in
German instead of B! And Frau Schmid would be much happiler
than she is.//

I 4o hope that you can understand my English, which 1s not very

good, but T am only 15 and I hope to speak ant year a little/ ‘3()

better. 77 Hel, I'm sorry that I cut your letter to piecegs,



Jan Penny ponders fondly in the Aark corners of her mind
that she and SLANfer could have encouraged ETVAS into the solld
piece of pubbing that 1t 1i«...

GMCarr once commented that SLANDER, iscsue 3, I think, reminded
her of the time she stumbled accidentally onto a bus of high
school kids: the editorial in STWAS #2 1s more like a pajama
party..lots and lots of words, and the chatty, personal alr of
a letter to Mamma ( Charlie Weaver style of course. )

Didn't read A SUMMER PLACE ,//URGE//, but a glance at the
punchline tells what 1t's about. Not that Peata 1s a Pest,
or anything. I never read sercon fanfiction. // But Jan, this
is a SCIENCE FICTION fanzine, not a fandom fanzine. There
are 109 many fanzines which tell about " Well, I went such-
and-such a place, and met such-and-such a person, then we talked,
and he showed me his such~and-such collection, then we went
over to such-and-such a perdon's house, and taXked with hilm,
and then we went home thinking about what a fannish time we had.™
I don't want to have everything like that. Bob 1s fun, but
more than one such thing 1s to have it out of proportion.//

Warner was excellent, ag usual, but it's a little startling
to be assured that prozines aren't r-ally going out of business
when the thought never occured before. It's like saying that
the TV networks got tired of playing the game, folded up thelr
transmitters and went home, Catastrophes of that magnitude
Just don't happen. But -~ God's in his heaven and Harry Warner
gsays all's right with the world; fandom endurth forever. Amen.
//Jan is one of the several of you who 1s an assorted people-
type fan, thanks to you who sent artwork, the invatation 1is still
wide open. Please...//

//1528 A Harmony St New Orleans 15, Loulsiana//

Tom Schlfick, whose Mother said:"There is an animal been come!!"
she told me when I got home from school and asked for the mall,
1t seems that the outer staples came loose. "With a pigtail
and stars, and a mask!" I was curious, and so I at once began
to look through the whole thing. I first ammused myself on the
name. Most German fanzines have English names: The Bug Eye etc.
And now I see a zine on the other hand, having a name from the
German word something ; ETWAS. It's a funny thing, and I like
funny things. //Hannover W, Germany Altenbekener Damm 10 //

// With an audible sigh of relief I think: I'm glad that that
ls done. One less thing to worry about. It is a shame that
can't 40 my editorial now, but I find it 1s better to do that
last. 8o I have about eight linew to talk 1in. It is now January,
and I must say that it 13 so far much the most fannish year that
I have esver hed. Not only have I been getting fanzines like mad,
but soon after the new year rolled around I got an air mail
letter from Ron E11lik ( RON ELLIK FOR TAFF) saying that he would
be in New ¥ork soon, and would I like a 1little fannish company.
Two weeks later, after he had came down, Les Gerber showed up
at a PSFS meeting. The same one during which I was nominated
for the offices of V.Preg. and Secretary. The oubcome of that,
I don't know yet. Bo the next day Les and I went to the Franklin
Instutite where I did some research for my sclence project. My
space 13 about to run out, so I guess that it thinks I've talked o
enough. I can take a hint.// J
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